
Winning Feels Like Fighting 

 

Winning Feels Like Fighting 

Losing Feels Like Sleeping 

Victory Feels Like Standing 

 

We have reversed the first two, and it is the reason that we lose so many battles. 

 

We say the strategy for winning should feel like rest. “Let go and let God.” 

 

We describe losing as if we were fighting: “I’m struggling with __________”  

 

Hebrews 4:1,10 

Therefore, let us fear if, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you may seem to have come short of it. 
10 For the one who has entered His rest has himself also rested from his works, as God did from His. 

 

We begin by entering into His rest, which means we accept by faith that the victory has already been won for us! 

 

Christ is the source of our strength, but that is not the strategy for fighting the war. 

 

Winning Feels Like Fighting 

 

Fighting means marching, resisting, attacking, defending, regrouping, evading, changing strategies, but never quitting! 

 

2 Corinthians 10:5 
5 We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every 

thought captive to the obedience of Christ 

 

Hebrews 12:4 
4 You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin 

 

Matthew 5:29-30 
29 If your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of 

your body, than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 If your right hand makes you stumble, cut it off and throw 

it from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, than for your whole body to go into hell. 

 

Romans 15:30 
30 Now I urge you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your 

prayers to God for me 

 

Losing Feels Like Sleeping 

 

Matthew 26:36-46 
36 Then Jesus *came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and *said to His disciples, “Sit here while I go over there 

and pray.” 37 And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and distressed. 38 Then 

He *said to them, “My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death; remain here and keep watch with Me.” 
39 And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass 

from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will.” 40 And He *came to the disciples and *found them sleeping, and *said to 



Peter, “So, you men could not keep watch with Me for one hour? 41 Keep watching and praying that you may not enter 

into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

 

The flesh is not too strong; it is too weak!  

 

Too weak to keep God’s Law, grows rapidly weary of trying, and eventually makes a quitter out of you. 

 

The flesh does not want to incite you to fight; it beckons you to LAY DOWN. 

 

Amos 6:1, 4-6 

6 Woe to those who are at ease in Zion And to those who feel secure in the mountain of Samaria, 

The distinguished men of the foremost of nations, To whom the house of Israel comes. 
4 Those who recline on beds of ivory And sprawl on their couches, And eat lambs from the flock 

And calves from the midst of the stall, 5 Who improvise to the sound of the harp, 

And like David have composed songs for themselves, 6 Who drink wine from sacrificial bowls 

While they anoint themselves with the finest of oils, Yet they have not grieved over the ruin of Joseph. 

 

Victory feels like standing. 

 

Ephesians 6:11-13 
11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 12 For our struggle 

is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, 

against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you 

will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 

 

1 Corinthians 16:13 
13 Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. 

 

Galatians 5:1 

It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. 

 

2 victories: the spiritual victory won for you on the Cross, and the real time victory you win by fighting in His strength. 

 

Standing means the ground has been taken, the power of the enemy has been vanquished, and the territory has been 

claimed for Jesus Christ. 

 

Winning feels like fighting, but your day of victory and rest will come! 

 

Psalm 20:5 
5 We will sing for joy over your victory, And in the name of our God we will set up our banners. May the Lord fulfill all 

your petitions. 

 

Will you heed the call to arms? 

 


