
Growing the Cloud- A Call to Intercession 

“The problem in the church today is that we treat God's glory as a by-product and the missional activities of the church 

as the primary thing when the opposite is what Scripture demands. We don’t proclaim the gospel and feed the poor and 

shepherd the flock in hopes that God’s glory will be the by-product of those activities. We seek the revealing of the glory 

of God though the methods He prescribes so that the His glory is revealed in the church. When that happens, the lost 

are converted, the poor are fed, the saints live in unity, and much more, all as by-products of God’s manifest presence in 

the church. This is not nuance or semantics. In horizontal church, missional activities are pursued with a vague hope of 

God’s glory being a potential by-product. People are commissioned with no fuel to accomplish their activities… In 

vertical church, we pursue the manifest glory of God as our goal, believing that His revealing brings about the missional 

by-products.” 

      -James MacDonald, Vertical Church 

Tiredness in the church, Turn North, Hospitality schedule 

 

James 5:16-18 
16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed. The effective prayer 

of a righteous man can accomplish much. 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it 

would not rain, and it did not rain on the earth for three years and six months. 18 Then he prayed again, 

and the sky poured rain and the earth produced its fruit. 

Tenny, Life Group 

 

We tend to approach prayer as a “one-and-done” proposition with God, but this is rarely the case.  

 

God is helping us to develop a life of prayer, rather than a life of prayers. 

 

A lifestyle of prayer only happens if we are required to return continually to the throne of Grace. 

 

Luke 18:1 

18 Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart 

 

Mark 14:38-39 
38 Keep watching and praying that you may not come into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 39 Again 

He went away and prayed, saying the same words. 

 

1 Kings 17:1  

17 Now Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the settlers of Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord, the God of Israel lives, before 

whom I stand, surely there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word.” 

 

1 Kings 18:41-46 
41 Now Elijah said to Ahab, “Go up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of the roar of a heavy shower.” 42 So Ahab went 

up to eat and drink. But Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he crouched down on the earth and put his face 

between his knees. 43 He said to his servant, “Go up now, look toward the sea.” So he went up and looked and said, 

“There is nothing.” And he said, “Go back” seven times. 44 It came about at the seventh time, that he said, “Behold, a 

cloud as small as a man’s hand is coming up from the sea.” And he said, “Go up, say to Ahab, ‘Prepare your chariot and 

go down, so that the heavy shower does not stop you.’” 45 In a little while the sky grew black with clouds and wind, and 

there was a heavy shower. And Ahab rode and went to Jezreel. 46 Then the hand of the Lord was on Elijah, and he girded 

up his loins and outran Ahab to Jezreel. 

 

Pray and don’t lose heart! The cloud is growing!  

Go back seven times, but pray until the life of God is pouring out all around you, and His Hand is carrying you along! 


